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Kicking off our 15" Anniversary Celebration Year:
Rebuilding Communication and Transforming Lives

By Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.

President and Founder,
Aphasia Center of California

The Aphasia Center of Califor-
nia has just begun celebrating our 15
year anniversary of providing
valuable services to people impacted
by aphasia. You may notice that we
have a fresh new look—we hope
you like it! We are excited about the
Aphasia Center newsletter’s up-
dated design that more clearly
communicates the organization’s
main goals: rebuilding communication
and transforming lives.

The Aphasia Center has
positively impacted hundreds of lives
over the past 15 years, but I want to
share with you one recent story that
illustrates what we do and why we
doit. Stan, once an outgoing man,
lost his job as a substitute teacher
and turned to drugs. Then he had a
massive stroke. At the age of 55, he
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found himself homeless and unable
to communicate. He received
limited speech therapy at the county
hospital, but was left with significant
communication difficulties. Stan was
angry—he felt very isolated by his
aphasia. He had managed to get
clean and sober after his stroke and
was motivated to improve his
communication skills. But without
health insurance, he wasn’t eligible
for additional speech therapy.

When I first met Stan, he was
living independently in subsidized
housing and very eager to attend our
programs. He enrolled in a commu-

“The secret of getting ahead is
getting started.”
--Mark Twain

nication treatment group just three
months ago. Almost immediately,
Stan’s mood changed. During the
first group session, he met six other
people with aphasia and learned, in
those first 90 minutes, that he was
no longer alone. From that day
forward, we have been witness to an
amazing transformation: Stan’s
anger is gone and his communication
skills are improving every week.
When I talked to Stan last
week, he said to me, “I'm happy!”
These two small words speak
volumes about the importance of the
Aphasia Center of California.
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Smiles from members of one of the ACC’s Communication Treatment Groups

Our Mission Statement: The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to
enhance communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all
those affected by aphasia.
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

January 2011-June 2011

If we have made any errors in
this listing, please accept our
apologies and contact us at
(510) 336-0112.

IN MEMORY

Cindy Anderson
Mary Helen Evans

Ethel Bernstein
Marvin Bernstein

Buddy Brock
Terry Brock

Sean A. Cahill
Carol Sommers

Jessie Craft
Troy Easterling

Joseph J. Durek
Helen M. Durek
Roberta J. Elman

Gwendolyn Dwiggins
The Ivankovich Family

Lillian W. ElIman
Sidney H. Elman

Marvin Gerber
Sandra Gerber Dolan

Nancy Geddes-Jankowski
Helen M. Jankowski

Jay Gore
Barbara Sarkany-Gore

Helene Greenspan
Lorraine Michael

Natalie Hamel
Katherine Hamel

Darlene Helms
Jim Helms

Lou Ivankovich
Mike Ivankovich

Mary Karas
The Ivankovich Family

Eli Katz, Ph.D.
Helena Katz
Rosalind & Fred Scheiner

Herbert Levy

Marian Majestic

Dixie L. Lewis

Robert F. Lewis, Jr.
Gerald M. McSweeney
Carol Sommers
Michael Musicant, MD
The Musicant Family
Dorothy Pace

Clay & Don Pace

Jack & Betty Pillow
The Giraldez Family
Dorothy Spellacy
Howard & Maureen Zugman
Linda Tabor

Sarah Robinson

Margaret Trotter
Merry Parrish

Fifteen Years of Rebuilding
Communication and Transforming Lives

years!

We cannot achieve anything at the Aphasia
Center without your support. Thank you so much
for the community that you have helped to create
and your generosity in ways large and small over
the past 15 years. Working together, just think how
many lives we can transform over the NEXT 15

Hazel Zweifel
Richard Heffel

IN HONOR

Angela Brock-Kyle
Terry Brock

Judi Briano

Andrea Welles & Alberta
Chiavaras

Anita Clothier

Jack Carroll
Jon & Susie Conahan

Maura DiModica
Roberta & Luigi Romani

Roberta EIman
Carol Sommers

Sue Ewing
Holly Tesar

John Jankowski

Dan & Sharon Albee
Cathry Brash

John Cross

Kathy Frendo

Robert & Judith Hanlon
Peter & Susan Van Cott

Sudha Mahendra
Nidhi Mahendra

Howard Olson
Rich & Marti Martin
Ruby Wilmoth

Patricia Terry Olson
Bess Terry

Steve Orlando
Jack & Dora Becker
Catherine Borjon
Socorro Matamoroz

Miriam Oshiro
Rita Kane

Ann Perry
Judy & David Perry

Sarah Robinson
Terry Brock

Jim Santanna
Howard Brizendine
Mary A Gibbs

Mrs. Richard Mosher
June Ogden

Al & Devine Phillips
Jim Tallarico

Craig Smith
Joe & Karen McNamara

Diana Sullivan
Diane Hussey

Philip Tien

Star Pierce & Naya
Pennington

James & Laurie Heron

Vicki & Don Welcome
Carol & Harold Parsley

William Wong
Virginia Wong
George Yee
Elizabeth Nash

DONORS

The Generous Donors for
“Walk to Talk 2011!”

Anonymous

Betty L. Aceves

Prudence Ashley

Narvella Berthia

Dale Blagrove

Paul & Jacqueline Broderick

Caroline Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Bryant

Anne Carney

James S. Carnrite

Caren J. Courtney

Freddie L. Crenshaw, Jr.

Roberta DeHoney

Sid Dommes & Enid Meyer

Ann Dzuna

Douglas Fisher & Jean
Hegland

Ann Cupolo Freeman

William Gaillard

Lydia Galvan

Earl & Jane Hamner

Thomas & Carol Hannon

Rob March Harper

Susan Heller

B. Diane Hussey

Helena Katz
Continued on page 4
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Aphasia Center News
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Enid Meyer and Sid Dommes set up refreshments at the Walk to Talk

Aphasia Internet Clinic
Receives Cisco Funding

For the second year in a row, we
have received a highly competitive
grant from Cisco Systems Founda-
tion to expand our innovative
Aphasia Internet Clinic. This clinic
assists people with aphasia in
communicating with their healthcare
providers. A big thank you to Cisco
Systems Foundation for helping us
increase access to healthcare for
people living with aphasia!

We Share our Work
Around the World

Aphasia Center of California’s staff
members are frequently invited to
provide training to speech-language
pathologists throughout the world.
This past year we gave talks about
our programs to speech-language
pathologists in California and Penn-
sylvania. We have also written an
invited chapter and several peer-

reviewed journal articles about
various aspects of aphasia group
treatment. We may be based in
California, but our philosophy and
clinical techniques continue to make
a difference for people with aphasia
around the world! -

Help ACC When
Shopping at Lucky,
FoodMaxx or Savemart!

Lucky, FoodMaxx, and Savemart
will donate money to the Aphasia
Center of California every time you
shop! Just call the Aphasia Center
and ask us to mail you a Shares
Program card. The program is
super simple, doesn’t cost a thing,
and you don’t need to give any
personal information. Each time you
buy groceries, you just hand your
Shares Program card to the clerk,
and Lucky, FoodMaxx and
Savemart will automatically donate
3% of your total grocery bill to the
ACC, atno cost to you. So please

call us today to get your free Shares
Program card and start helping the
ACC every time you buy groceries!
To get your Shares Program card,
please call us at 510-336-0112.

Credit Card
Donations Made Easy

Did you know that you can make a
donation with your credit card to the
Aphasia Center? It’s easy to do!
Just go to our website at
www.aphasiacenter.org and click on
the Network for Good icon. You
can make a one-time donation or
monthly, quarterly, or annual recur-
ring donations. All gifts help us make
adramatic difference in the lives of
those affected by aphasia.

Great News!

The ACC Accepts
Vehicle Donations
Save the Headache and

Donate Your Vehicle to Us

The Aphasia Center of California
has teamed up with Donate For
Charity, a company that specializes
in processing vehicle donations for
nonprofit organizations. Donate For
Charity arranges for vehicle pickup,
handles all the DMV issues, sells the
vehicle at auction, and distributes the
net proceeds to Aphasia Center of
California. Soifit’s time to replace
an older car, or if you have a boat
and trailer that are just taking up
space in the garage, consider making
a donation that is tax deductible.
Simply call Donate For Charity toll-
free at (866) 392-4483. We hope
you’ll take advantage of this oppor-
tunity!
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Walk to Talk 2011 Donors

A big thank you to all of
our Walk to Talk donors!

(Space limitations allow us to
list donors who made contri-
butions of $50 or more.)

Kira Abrams

Esther Akiba

Thomas & Marquita Altaffer
Dennis & Diane Alton
Seth Andrews

Steve & Donna Aspell
Stuart & Ann Marie Baatz
Maria Baranowski

Darrol & Emma Barrett
Nancy Barrett

Joan Baumrind

Carolyn Bird

Dale Glabrove

Brian & Margaret Boal
Peter Bosco

Ryan Boyd

Ellen Brackman

Marian Braunreiter

Glenn Bright

Howard Brizendine
Betty Bugaj
Susan Burkitt
Joseph Campbell
Allen Carney & John
Ochsendorf
Patrick & Toni Caulfield
Donavan Ching
Lara Clements
Rony Clements
Fritz Coetzee
Concord Chevrolet
Chad Connolly
Deborah Cooper
Napoleon Cornejo
Marva Cox
Roberta DeHoney
Susan Deklerk
Betty Dennison
Mildred Dommes
Paul & Nancy Dommes
Elyse Dukatz
Louie Eilhardt
Kathleen Emerson

Thank You to Our
Generous Donors

Continued from page 2
Laura Kellem

Mark Latker

Ken & Starr Lieber
Jean Mundy

John & Susan Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Nohr
Douglas & Pat Terry Olson
John & Miriam Oshiro
Dorothee Perloff, M.D.
Bradford Pillow

Molly C. Pong

Danielle Reed

Barbara Van Dyne
George & Rose Yee

MATCHING GIFTS

Bank of the West

Chevron Humankind
Program

Cisco Systems

McKesson

TIAA-CREF Foundation

ORGANIZATION
DONATIONS
AND GRANTS

Good Shepherd United
Methodist Church
Rodger’s Trucking Company
Teamsters’ Joint Council #7
The Speech Pathology Group

K. Harper & John Ensign

Kimberly Estigoy

Susan Ewing

Janet & Alfred Ferreira

Douglas Fisher & Jean
Hegland

James & Sheila Flaherty

Patricia Fleming

Andres & Elma Flores

Hoyt Fong

Kathleen Frendo & Joyce
Kulich

Lynn Gardere

Randall & Ilona Gardner

Shelley Gardner & Michael
Munk

James Garrett & Maria
Rivera

Andrew & Maryann Geddes

Frank & Winifred Ghiglione

William & Donna Gibbs

Cristin & Ryan Goldman

Charles Heard

Marcus Heard

Kathy Ann Helmer

Larry & Sharon Hermann

Mari Hiramatsu

Janet & Hiram Hironaka

Lisa Hopewell

Josef Inderkum

Helen Jankowski

Helen M. Jankowski

John Jankowski

Floyd & Toni Jasinski

Gary Jeffrey

Joan Jensen

Kathleen Johnson

Sara Johnson Martin

Joyce Jones

Michael Kaufman

Burton & Carol Kennedy

Christopher Kentis & Laura
Lau

Carol & Ronald Kusumi

James & Leslie La Fond

Etelle Lau

Mary Jane & Rich
Laufenberg

Lenora & Paul Lee

Lehmer’s Concord Buick
GMC

Bailey Levis

Robert Lewis

Rosa Leyva

Oliver & Ai-Ju Liu

Joann Locke

Tita Lozares

John MacKinney

Cesare Marigonda

McDonnell Chevrolet

Debra McKnight & William
Higgins

Christine & Sheila Milberger

Steven Moberg

Robert & Mary Morley

Rosemary & Frank Navarra

Lori & David Nolthenius

Howard Olson

Maia Olson

Patricia & Douglas Olson

Joanie & Paul Orlando

John & Miriam Oshiro

Janet Simmons

Martha & Peter Plante

Edward & Janie Potter

Michael Qules

The Ralleta Family

Crystal Ramsey

Victoria Ramsey-Morgan

Susan Rodgers

Rogers Trucking, Inc.

Thomas Romero

Edward & Delia Rose

Miranda Rose

Paul Rosenberg

Susan Sangiacomo

Jim & Patty Santanna

Brenda Saucer

Mary Schell

Phillip & Betty Sherry

Lois Smith

James Snider

Raphael Soriana

Gary & Sandra Spinella

Pat & George Springer

Gail Staba

Jim & Mary Stephenson

Larry & Nanette Stewart

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Randy Stowell

Daniel Sullivan, Jr.

Diana & Dan Sullivan

Alan Tafapolsky

Susan Taira

Tom Taira

Sue Taishoff

Victoria Otting Tandowsky

Continued on page 6
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Record Attendance at
9t Annual Walk to Talk

The 2011 Walk to Talk Participants at Lake Merritt

“The more, the merrier”
expression held true on June 25
when we had the biggest attendance
yet at our 9" Annual “Walk to Talk”
event! More than 135 participants
and supporters joined The Aphasia
Center of California to raise aware-
ness and funds of more than
$25,000 for our valuable programs
and services. It was a beautiful
sunny day and everyone had a great
time walking around Lake Merritt
and enjoying the games and enter-
tainment at the Senior Center. It was
truly a family affair!

For the second year in a row,
John Jankowski brought in the most
donations—he singlehandedly raised
more than $5,000. Jim and Patty
Santana were next with more than
$2,500 raised. John, Jim & Patty—
you are definitely superstars—thank
you! A record number of people

raised more than $500 for the
ACC: Esther Akiba, Anita Cox &
Family, Mark Estigoy & Friends,
David & Gail Giacomelli, Howard
Olson, Mary Jane & Rich
Laufenberg, Enid Meyer & Sid
Dommes, Pat & George Springer,
Dan & Diana Sullivan, Philip Tien,
and Bill Wong & Family. Kudos
to all of you!!

We also want to thank all who
participated—this was another
challenging year and everyone did an
outstanding job. The money raised
will fund a variety of ACC programs
for stroke survivors with aphasia.
There is not enough space to list the
names of everyone who made a
contribution, but we truly appreciate
each and every gift that was made.
Thank you for helping us in our
work to rebuild communication and
transform the lives of people af-

fected by aphasia.

The Walk to Talk event was
fortunate to have wonderful per-
formers who donated their time to
entertain us throughout the day.
Susan Musicant and Sharon
Medairy joined us for the seventh
year and started off the morning with
country and bluegrass music. Then
Howard Zugman performed with his
wide selection of show tunes. Thank
you Susan, Sharon and Howard—
your music made the day truly
special!

Throughout the day, people
enjoyed viewing the raffle table with
handcrafted items created by
members and friends. The silent
auction provided some fun bidding
on items donated from local busi-
nesses. Together, they raised more
than $900. Please join us in publicly
thanking the companies and indi-
viduals that donated services or
merchandise.

This walk would not have
taken place without the help of
numerous event volunteers. Once
again, Enid Meyer did a terrific job
as event co-coordinator! And a big
thank you to the following people
who volunteered their time at the
“Walk to Talk” to help things run
smoothly. Sid Dommes, Vanessa
Bigelow, Vicki & Don Welcome,
Steve Fry, Tessa Fisher, Brenda
Saucer, Joseph Aquino, Betty Bugaj,
Maia Olson, Bailey Levis, Carson
Miller, Tori Simmons, Patricia Terry
Olson, Dan & Diana Sullivan, Mary
Lew, Bill Wong, and Esther Akiba.

Everyone’s hard work guaran-
teed that our 9" annual “Walk to
Talk” was a terrific event and a great
success!
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Walk to Talk Donors-2011

Continued from page 4

Gail Taylor & David
Giacomelli

Tame Chevrolet Cadillac

Mary Lou Thiercoff

Angelica Thomas

Scott & Madelon Thomson

Thurston Auto Plaza

Kathy Tiner

Loren Clay Tolbert

Raymond & Katherine Torre

Rose Ulloa-Leyva

Vacaville Pontiac Buick GMC

Norm & Betsy Van Patten

Judy Waldear

Wayne Walker, DDS

Diane Walters

Julie Ward

Watsonville GMC

Don & Vicki Welcome

Tay Wheeler

Mary Lue Wilson

This newsletter is
published by the Aphasia
Center of California

Written and edited by
Roberta J. EIman

Design and layout by
Morris Older

www.aphasiacenter.org

Winter Honda

Amy Wireman

Garry Woessner

Derrick & Suzanne Wong
Helen Wong

Virginia Wong

William Wong

Linda Woods-Humes
Maisie Yang

Lynn Yarris & Martha Lynch
Jung & Ki Chung Yi
Laverne Young

Please
Acknowledge the
Generosity of These
Businesses

with Your Support:

3 Seasons Thai Bistro,
Oakland

Arizmendi Bakery, Oakland

Banana Blossom Restau-
rant, Oakland

Bellanico Restaurant,
Oakland

Berkeley Bowl Marketplace,
Berkeley

Blackberry Bistro Restau-
rant, Oakland

The Book Tree, Oakland

Crogan’s Restaurant-
Montclair/Oakland

The Food Mill, Oakland

Help us Save

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
Paid
Oakland CA.
Permit NO. 1714

Precious Resources!

Your email address:

Check here to receive the newsletter by email
to save paper and postage

My name:

(please print clearly)
___Inolonger want to receive the ACC newsletter

Address:

Please cut this out and mail to:
Aphasia Center of California
3996 Lyman Road, Oakland, CA 94602

Or email us at aphasiacenter @hotmail.com
THANK YOU!

Glenview Florist, Oakland

Lakeshore Cafe, Oakland

Natural Grocery Company,
El Cerrito

Pac & Save-Emeryville

Pastino’s Restaurant-
Oakland

Peet’s Coffee & Tea-
Lakeshore/Oakland

Red Boy Pizza, Oakland
Safeway-Rockridge
Drs.Tennant & Gianni, DDS
Tomatina Restaurant,
Alameda
Trader Joe's-Oakland
Ultimate Grounds-Oakland
Vo's Restaurant, Oakland
Whole Foods, Oakland




