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Our Mission Statement:  The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to enhance 
communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all those affected by 
aphasia. 
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“Out of diffi culties, grow 

miracles.”    

~Jean de la Breyere

By Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.
President and Founder,

Aphasia Center of California

Rebuilding communication. Transforming lives.

ACC Connection

ACC Efforts 
Going Global

The founding membes of Aphasia Access include Aphasia Centers from coast to 

coast.

In 1996, the Aphasia Center of 
California (ACC) became the ! rst 
independent Aphasia Center in the 
United States.  Being ! rst may have 
bragging rights, but there were 
enormous challenges as we created 
a brand new service delivery mod-
el for people living with aphasia.  

ACC volunteers and sta"  needed 
to be innovators, and over the last 
19 years, we’ve managed to develop 
a model system based on the Life 
Participation Approach to Apha-
sia (LPAA). Now there are more 

Join our 13th Annual “Walk to Talk” 

Raise Funds and Awareness! 

What:  The Aphasia Center of California’s 13th Annual “Walk to 

Talk” is a fund-raising event to raise funds for our programs.  Our 

“Walk to Talk” will feature a 1/4 mile and 3 mile untimed walk/run.

When: Saturday, June 27th, 2015.  Walk registration will begin at 

9:00am. 

Where:  Lake Merritt, Oakland.  Walk starts at the Downtown 

Oakland Senior Center at 200 Grand Avenue in the lounge.

How:  Companies and individuals, from walkers with kids to sea-

soned athletes to people with their dogs on leashes can participate 

in this event to benefi t the Aphasia Center.  Help the Aphasia Cen-

ter by sponsoring an Aphasia Center participant, asking friends and 

family for donations, or joining us for the walk.  You can register 

or sponsor a walker online via our website: www.aphasiacenter.org  

Please contact Roberta Elman (510) 336-0112 to receive a walk 

packet or for more information. 

Continued on page 2
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

than 15 independent aphasia cen-
ters in the United States, and all 
have looked to the ACC for expert 
advice.  # ere are also hundreds of 
aphasia groups and programs that 
have started, in large part, due to 
the Aphasia Center’s foundational 
research and innovative clinical 
techniques.

Now, an exciting new organiza-
tion has been created—AphasiaAc-
cess. I am honored to serve on the 
Founding Board of Directors of 
this North American not-for-pro! t 
organization. 

AphasiaAccess, an alliance of life 
participation providers, is develop-
ing resources, tools, and training 
to assist healthcare, business, and 
community leaders in advancing 
lifelong communication access 

for people with aphasia in North 
America.  AphasiaAccess strives 
to educate everyone in the com-
munity about how best to provide 
communication access for people 
with aphasia, from paramedics, to 
emergency room nurses and doc-
tors, to the waiter taking an order 
at the local co" ee shop.

AphasiaAccess held its inaugu-
ral summit at Boston University in 
March, 2015.  I was invited to give 
a keynote presentation to share 

what the ACC has learned over the 
last two decades.  It was de! nitely 
a privilege to share our expertise in 
this way and to assist others in de-
veloping programs and services in 
their own communities.

# e Aphasia Center of California 
and AphasiaAccess are part of a 
great team. Together, we are ! nd-
ing and sharing e" ective ways to 
meet the communication and life 
participation needs of people with 
aphasia! 

Continued from page 1

ACC Efforts 

Going Global

August-December 2014

If we have made any errors 

in this listing, please accept 

our apologies and contact us 

at (510) 336-0112.

Jack Berry

Randa Rasmussen

Luanna Blagrove

Dale Blagrove

Vanita Blum

Enid Meyer & Sid 

Dommes

Philip T. Clark

Judith Clark

Susan Clark

Audrey Daniels

Cornelius Daniels

Milton Dear

Marilyn Dear

Carolyn Diller

Roy & Elinor Bell

Joseph J. Durek

Helen M. Durek

Sidney Elman

Elaine & Mike Adler

Ellen Bernstein-Ellis & 

Steve Ellis

Mary Boyle

Cathleen Carey

Leora Cherney

Bill & Geri DeRubertis

Richard & Caroline Elman

Joyce & Harvey    

Goldberg

Wendy Greenspan

Elaine Ivankovich

Aura Kagan

Jerome Kaplan

Michael Kimbarow & 

Joyce Bichler

Nina & Dale Mackie

Karen Tucker

Susan Vanagas-Cote

Don & Vicki Welcome

Martin Goldman

David & Laureen Cohen

Dr. Paul B. Goldsmith

Susan M. Goldsmith & 

Joseph C. Waxman

Helene Greenspan

Lester Greenspan

Lorraine Michael

Ram K. Gupta

Nidhi Mahendra

Dennis Gruszynski

Stephanie Roadhouse

Dave Harrison

Elaine Ivankovich

Barbara & John Vernatter

Kate Higgins

Mary & Roger Steffi ns

Lou Ivankovich

Mike & Karen Ivankovich

 In Memory

continued on page 4

Dr. Roberta Elman giving a keynote presentation at the AphasiaAccess inaugural summit. 
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Aphasia Center Awarded a 
Training Grant

The ACC has been awarded a $10,000 

training grant from the East Bay 

Foundation on Aging, a supporting 

organization of The San Francisco 

Foundation. The goal of this project 

is to educate and train medical per-

sonnel in communication strategies 

and techniques in order to improve 

access to healthcare services for 

people with aphasia. We are currently 

recruiting training sites in Oakland, 

CA across the continuum of care 

(e.g. paramedics, acute care hospital 

personnel, medical rehabilitation 

program staff, skilled nursing facil-

ity staff). The communication tech-

niques and strategies that we provide 

will help health care providers to 

communicate with aphasia as well 

as anyone “who knows more than         

s/he can say.” 

Smile when you buy at 

Amazon! 

Whenever you make purchases at 

Amazon, start off at the webpage 

AmazonSmile.com instead of 

Amazon.com. Amazon will actually 

donate 0.5% of the price of each 

purchase to the Aphasia Center of 

California!  And there’s NO COST 

to you. If you already have an ac-

count at Amazon.com, just log into 

AmazonSmile.com with the same 

login information you normally 

use. The fi rst time you login, you 

will be asked for the name of an 

organization you want to support.  

Aphasia Center News

Please choose the Aphasia Center 

of California. Once you select us, 

all future purchases will result in 

the Amazon donation being made 

to us.  But you must remember to 

begin your purchase at AmazonS-

mile.com  Thanks in advance for 

your support!

Do you shop at Lucky, 

FoodMaxx or Savemart?

Lucky, FoodMaxx, and Savemart 

will donate money to the Aphasia 

Center of California every time you 

shop!  Just call the Aphasia Center 

and ask us to mail you a Shares Pro-

gram card.  It’s super simple, doesn’t 

cost a thing, and you don’t need to 

give any personal information. Each 

time you buy groceries, you just 

hand your Shares Program card to 

the clerk, and Lucky, FoodMaxx and 

Savemart will automatically donate 

3% of your total grocery bill to the 

ACC.  So please call us today to get 

your free Shares Program card and 

start helping the ACC every time you 

buy groceries!!  To get your Shares 

Program card, please call us at 510-

336-0112.

Credit Card Donations Are 

Easy to Make!

Did you know that you can make 

a donation with your credit card to 

the Aphasia Center?  It’s easy to 

do!  Just go to the Aphasia Center of 

California “Donate” button on the 

home page of our website: www.

aphasiacenter.org.  You can make 

a one-time donation or a monthly, 

quarterly, or annual recurring dona-

tion. All donations help us make a 

dramatic difference in the lives of 

those affected by aphasia.  

Great News! The Aphasia 

Center Accepts Vehicle 

Donations

The Aphasia Center of California has 

teamed up with Donate For Charity, a 

company that specializes in process-

ing vehicle donations for nonprofi t 

organizations.  Donate For Charity 

arranges for vehicle pickup, handles 

all the DMV issues, sells the vehicle 

at auction, and distributes the net 

proceeds to Aphasia Center of Cali-

fornia.  So if it’s time to replace an 

older car, or if you have a boat and 

trailer that are just taking up space 

in the garage, consider making a 

donation. You’ll avoid the headache 

of selling a used vehicle, help the 

Aphasia Center of California fund 

its ongoing efforts, and receive a tax 

deduction.  When you’re ready to 

donate, or if you have relatives or 

friends that wish to donate, simply 

call Donate For Charity toll-free at 

(866) 392-4483 or donate on-line at 

www.aphasiacenter.org.  We hope 

you’ll take advantage of this oppor-

tunity and help us expand our com-

mitment to improving the quality of 

life for all those affected by aphasia.

www.aphasiacenter.orgwww.aphasiacenter.org
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Susan Taira

Hiram & Janet Hironaka

Philip Tien

Dorothy Paik

Star Pierce & Naya 

Pennington

Joan Putz

Margaret Trotter

Merry Parrish

Don & Vicki Welcome

Dennis & Anne Kohlmeyer

Bill Wong

Crystal Ramsey & Victoria 

Ramsey-Morgan

Anonymous

Farrell Adams

Diane Alton

Johnny Bartlett

Joan Baumrind

Joanna Boettcher

Jill & Dave Boettger

Mary Boyle, Ph.D.

Magdalena Brink

Paul & Jacqueline 

Broderick

Caroline Brooks

Elizabeth Bryant

Wendy Burton

Jim Carnrite

Philip & Joan Chomak

Barbara Clark

Marc Colbert & Yvonne 

Fluehr

Deborah Cooper

Glen & Betty Dennison

Sid Dommes & Enid 

Meyer

Janet Dompe

Roberta Elman, Ph.D.

Ann Henning

Sue Ewing

Don & Vicki Welcome

John & Maedell Stafford

Mark Gardner

Ed & Cathy Cunningham

David Giacomelli

Etta Belrose

Bev & Merl Griesert

Robert A. Kogler

Ron Hausmann

Patrick & Eileen Cafferty

John Jankowski

Dan & Sharon Albee

Frank Navarra

Delia Rose

Martha Lynch

Jane Lande

Michael Miller

Michelle & Vincent West

Steve Orlando

John & Doris Becker

Catherine Borjon

Anthony & Lucy Nicolosi

Paul & Joanie Orlando

Tom Purbaugh

Bre & John Jones

Romona Richardson

Peter Farber-Szekrenyi

Jim Santanna

Frank & Winifred 

Ghiglione

William D. Gibbs

Jim Snider

Jay Schuster

Barbara & Ken Kious

George Kalkanis

Janet Levenson & Zoe 

Kalkanis

Eli Katz 

Helena Katz

Peggy & Michael Patrick 

Killelea

Michael Killelea

James S. Kraemer

Allan & Anne-Lise 

Kraemer

Lucille Labat

Louis Labat

David Larsen

Carol Sommers

Herbert Levy

Marian Majestic

Dixie Lewis

Robert Lewis

Warren Mahan

Barbara & John Vernatter

Sue Moskowitz

Elaine Belkind

Eva Musicant 

Susan Musicant

John Ott

Gary & Shirley Lapp

Debra & Michael Moss

Dorothee Perloff, MD

Phillip Perloff, MD

Ray Reid

Rosalie Reid

Lucy Sarricchio

Delia Rose

David Sedlacek

Rosalie Reid

Harold Smith

Carolyn Smith

Nathan E. Smith

Lois P. Smith

Wally Tice

Elaine Ivankovich

David Van Staveren

John Van Staveren

Frances & Samuel 

Warner

Harvey & Joyce Goldberg

Seth Andrews

Grace Cycon & Jay 

Andrews

 Johnny Bartlett & Lynn 

Payerl

Doug Payerl

Judi Briano

Ann C. Freeman

Sydney & Patricia Hadsell

Fred & Kathleen Hibberd

Ricardo & Genevieve 

Callejo

Jim Brighton & 

Franchesca Callejo

Jack Carroll

Bumper Carroll

Anita Cox

Michael McCann

Bill Crist

Bev & Pete Finley

Larry & Mary Giventer

Maura DiModica

Roberta Romani

Sid Dommes & Enid 

Meyer

Janet Correia

Marilyn & Randy Stowell

Thank You to Our Generous Donors
Continued from page 2

 In Honor

 Donors

Please join the Aphasia Center of 

California on Facebook!!

www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia

continued on page 6
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ACC 2014 Annual Report

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Abbot’s Cellar Restaurant, San Francisco

A Dress Change, Danville

A Wee Change, Pleasant Hill

Amy Blasenheim, Massage Therapist, 

Oakland

Bellanico Restaurant, Oakland

Berkeley Bowl Marketplace, Berkeley

Buffalo Wild Wings Restaurant, Dublin

Crogan’s Restaurant, Montclair/Oakland

Déjà vu, Pleasant Hill

Femi Macus Nails, Oakland

The Food Mill, Oakland

Glenview Florist, Oakland

Italian Colors Ristorante, Oakland

Lakeshore Cafe, Oakland

Leah’s Closet, Martinez

Oakland Grill

Pac & Save, Emeryville

Park Burger of Oakland

Pastino’s Restaurant, Oakland

Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Oakland

Klaudia Promessi, Photography

Red Boy Pizza, Oakland

Regalito Rosticeria, San Francisco

Rumbo Al Sur Restaurant, Oakland

Safeway, Oakland

Sidebar Restaurant, Oakland

Sushi Park Restaurant, Oakland

Dr. William P. Tennant, DDS, Berkeley

Trader Joe’s, Oakland

Ultimate Grounds, Oakland

Whole Foods Market, Oakland

DONATED 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Speech-Language Pathology Services:  

Prudence Ashley, Roberta J. Elman, 

Susan Adair Ewing, Bishop Graham, 

Amanda Hobar, Loran Tolbert

Administrative Services:  Roberta J. 

Elman

Computer Services: Steven G. Fry, Dean 

McCully

Newsletter Design & Layout: Morris 

Older

DONATED PROGRAM SPACE
City of Oakland, Downtown Senior Center

2014 Expenses2014 Revenues

28%

6%

10%49%

1%

Programs
Management
Fundraising

Service Fees
Indiv. Contributions
Grants
In-Kind
Other

2014 SERVICES
Total Visits: 4543

Group Communication Treatment Visits: 

1979

Reading & Writing Group Visits: 326

Club Aphasia & Art Class Visits: 808

Fitness & Relaxation Class Visits: 847

Stroke Group & Choir Visits: 644

Education & Training: 850 people (10 

trainings/presentations)

Information & Referral (includes phone, 

mail, and e-mail): 2025

ORGANIZATION & 
CORPORATE DONATIONS
Anonymous

Brentwood Pro Exhaust & Auto Repair

Bumper 2 Bumper Automotive

Cerrudo Services, LLC

Cerrudo Services, Inc.

Global Power Consultants

Good Shepherd United Methodist 

Women

Hot Line Construction, Inc.

Wilder Green Fund

Karol Construction

Lehmer’s Concord Buick GMC

McConnell Chevrolet Chrysler

Monkey Wrenches, Inc.

Open Door United Methodist Women

Rahn Woodworking & Design

Rodgers Trucking Company

The Speech Pathology Group

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Teamsters Local 853

Team Chevrolet Cadillac Hyundai 

Mazda

Thurston Auto Plaza

Watsonville Cadillac Buick GMC

Wheeler & Hallford, Inc.

Winter Honda

MATCHING GIFTS
Apple, Inc.

Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation

Bank of the West

Chevron 

GE Foundation

McKesson Foundation

8%

91%

7%
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Continued from page 4

Please let us know if you would like to:

___Receive the newsletter by email to save paper 

and postage

Your email address: 

______________________________________                        

(please print clearly)

____I no longer want to receive the ACC  newsletter 

in any form

My name:______________________________

Please cut this out and mail to:  

Aphasia Center of California

3996 Lyman Road, Oakland, CA 94602

Or email us at aphasiacenter@hotmail.com

 THANK YOU!

Help us Save Precious Resources!Thank You to Our 
Generous Donors

Dale & Alice Johnson

Candace Kahan

Eleanor Kalter-Margolin

Jerome Kaplan

Roger & Marsha Kelly

Jean Phinney

Danielle Reed

Roy Schweyer

Josh Sickel

Karen Spina & Tom 

Purbaugh

Gary & Sandra Spinella

Susan Taira

Gary & Emma Lee 

Twitchell

Barbara Van Dyne

Betsy & Norm Van Patten

Julie Williams

Helen Wong

APHASIA CENTER 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Mary Lew
Vice-President: Enid Meyer
Secretary-Treasurer: Patricia 

Olson, MPH
Esther Akiba, RPT
Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.
Robert Lewis, MBA
Patricia Santanna

Timothy Doring

Reid & Phyllis Edwards

Caroline & Richard Elman, 

Ph.D.

Laddie & Brian Erbele

Sally Fish

Douglas Fisher & Jean 

Hegland

Terry Flanagan

Joan Florsheim

Joy Frederiksen

Susanne Gahl

www.aphasiacenter.org

Betty-Joe Gerton

David & Gail Giacomelli

Janet Gomes

Bishop Graham

Jane & Earl Hamner, Jr.

Rob Harper

Ron Hausmann & Mary 

Muirhead

Kay Hayes

Susan Heller

Sandra Innes

Burton & Carol Kennedy

Bruce Koutz & Romona 

Richardson

Lester & Bonnie Krames

Louis E. Labat

Ken & Starr Lieber

Norman Lilley

Sara Johnson Martin

John & Marilyn McCrory

Bradley Phillips & 

Margaret Milligan

John & Susan Nelson

Patricia Terry Olson & 

Douglas Olson

John & Miriam Oshiro

John E. Palomino

Ellen Yasumura

George & Rose Yee

Robyn G. Young, M.D.

continued below
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