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Our Mission Statement:  The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to enhance 
communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all those affected by 
aphasia. 
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“The best and most beautiful 
things in the world cannot be 
seen or even touched – they 
must be felt by the heart.”  

--Helen Keller

By Roberta J Elman, PhD
President and Founder
Aphasia Center of California 

Rebuilding communication. Transforming lives.

ACC Connection

Go, Jim Santanna!

The ACC’s Jim 
Santanna, with 
the Golden 
State Warriors’ 
Steph Curry

Jim Santanna, a native of Oakland, 
has lived his whole life in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, with the 
last 40 years in Alameda.  A big 
brother to Kathleen and Kenny, Jim 
always excelled at sports. He played 
basketball and was 1st baseman 
on the Castlemont High School 
baseball team along with legendary 
player Joe Morgan. 

A “jack of all trades,” Jim had 
a variety of jobs over the years, 
including bartender, salesman, track 
driver, and an owner of a home 
improvement business.  The “gift 

Continued on page 2

of gab” came easily to Jim and he 
had a large circle of friends.

Jim enjoyed playing golf all 
over the United States and was on 
an adult softball league. He also 
enjoyed coaching his sons, Steven 
and Darren, on their Little League  
baseball teams.  Jim married Patty 
in 1984. In their free time, they 
enjoyed traveling and playing golf.

Then, in 1998, a stroke left Jim 
with weakness in his arm and leg as 
well as aphasia.  Without warning, 
Jim’s athleticism and verbal skills 
dramatically changed.

However, Jim’s life did not end 

with his stroke.  Never one to stay 
down for long, Jim began attending 
the Aphasia Center of California 
in 2000. A born leader, he loved 
helping others in the groups.  And 
by helping others, Jim saw that he 
was helping himself as well.  Patty 
adds that the support of friends and 
family was also invaluable in Jim’s 
recovery.

Since the stroke, Patty and Jim 
have put traveling back on their 
schedules. They’ve taken a cruise 
to Alaska, spent time in Arizona and 
Santa Barbara, and visited family 
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in San Pedro. Jim is also enjoying 
swimming and working with his 
personal trainer.  And, if it’s Friday, 
you’ll probably bump into him at 
the local “In & Out,” ordering a 
double cheeseburger plain and a 
large chocolate shake!

Patty says that the Aphasia Center 

has been “a huge blessing for 
both of us.” She believes that the 
“communication groups at ACC 
have dramatically improved Jim’s 
ability to communicate.” Wanting 
to give back to the ACC, Patty is 
heavily involved  in fundraising 
and also serves on the Board of 
Directors.

A recent highlight for Jim was 
meeting Steph Curry of the Golden 
State Warriors!  Patty was impressed 
by Steph’s kindness, genuineness, 
and generosity—qualities that Jim 
also shares.

Jim is a shining example of 
someone who hasn’t let a stroke and 
aphasia stop him from participating 
in life and doing the things he 
enjoys.  Go Jim Santanna!
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If we have made any errors 
in this listing, please accept 
our apologies and contact us 
at (510) 336-0112.
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 In Memory

Continued on page 4

Go, Jim Santanna!

 In  Honor

Please see page 4 for 
the separate listing of 
Walk to Talk Donors 

Thank You to Our Generous Donors
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2015 Walk to Talk 
An enthusiastic group of more 

than 130 people joined our 13th An-
nual “Walk to Talk” at Lake Merritt 
on June 27th to raise aphasia aware-
ness and funds for the ACC. Togeth-
er, we raised more than $41,000 for 
aphasia programs and services!!  

Special thanks to John Jankow- 
ski, who for the 5th year in a row, 
brought in the most donations!  We 
had a host of people who raised 
more than $500: Esther Akiba, 
Anita Cox & Family, Bill & Donna 
Crist, Roberta Elman, Mark Estigoy 
& Family, Nancy & Peter Farber-
Szekrenyi, Terry Flanagan, David 

The event couldn’t take place 
without all of our hard working 
event volunteers, including our 
wonderful musicians, Susan Musi-
cant, Sharon Mediary, and Howard 
Zugman; our amazing event co-
coordinator, Enid Meyer; and our 
volunteers on event day--Sid Dom-
mes, Sue Ewing, Steve Fry, Tessa 
Fisher, Jean Hegland, Mary Lew, 
Bill Wong, Betty Bugaj, Sandy Con-
ley, Taylor Freeman, Heather Free-
man, Amanda Olson, Laura Dorner, 
Stephanie Johnson, Nicole Rodg-
ers, Bishop Graham, Keren Rosen, 
Nicole Ezcurra, Alta Brink, Audrey 
Cohen, Garret Kurteff, Alexandra 
Hauptman, and Esther Akiba. ACC 
volunteers and donors make every-
thing possible—thank you so much!

Please acknowledge the generosity of these businesses for our 
2015 “Walk to Talk” with your support:

Giacomelli & Family, Joyce Jones, 
Ron Hausmann & Mary Ann Muir-
head, Mary Jane & Rich Laufen-
berg, Julie & Vince Lindgren, Eric 
Liu, Enid Meyer & Sid Dommes, 
Michael Miller & Family, Hal & 
Sonya Milton, Len Nordson & 
Family, Pat Terry Olson & Friends, 
Kathy Ott, Tom Purbaugh & Karen 
Spina, Jim & Patty Santanna, Craig 
Smith, Pat & George Springer, Phil-
ip Tien, and Bill Wong & Family.  
To you and the many donors who 
sponsored you, thank you for your 
generosity and efforts in supporting 
what we do at the Aphasia Center!

3 Seasons Thai Bistro, Oakland
Berkeley Bowl Marketplace, 
Berkeley

The Claremont Hotel Club & Spa, 
Berkeley

Crogan’s Restaurant, Montclair/
Oakland

Femi Macus Nails, Oakland

Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Oakland
Red Boy Pizza, Oakland
Rumbo Al Sur Restaurant, Oakland
Safeway, Oakland
Sidebar Restaurant, Oakland
Sushi Park Restaurant, Oakland
Trader Joe’s, Oakland
Ultimate Grounds, Oakland
Whole Foods Market, Oakland

Italian Colors Ristorante, Oakland
Kume Foot Spa & Tea Bar,       
Oakland

La Nana Salon & Flowers
Michael Mischer Chocolates
Oakland Grill
Pac & Save, Emeryville
Pastino’s Restaurant, Oakland
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Open Door United Methodist 
Women

Rahn Woodworking & 
Design

Rodger’s Trucking Company
San Diego Kidspeak LLC
Scottstown LLC
Speech Pathology Group
Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac
Teamsters Joint Council #7
Team Chevrolet Cadillac 

Hyundai Mazda
Thurston Auto Plaza
Watsonville Cadillac Buick 

GMC
Wheeler & Hallford, Inc.
Winter Honda

Matching Gifts

Arch MI
Chevron Matching Employee 

Funds
Arthur J. Gallagher 

Foundation
McKesson Foundation
PG&E Corporation 

Richard Terry
Michael Thomas
George Turner
Nancie Ward
Bill Wong

Blue Shield of California 
Life

Brentwood Pro Exhaust & 
Auto Repair

Bumper 2 Bumper Automo-
tive

Cerrudo Services, LLC
Cerrudo Services, Inc.
Global Power Consultants
Hot Line Construction, Inc.
Karol Construction
Lehmer’s Concord Buick 

GMC
McConnell Chevrolet 
Los Angeles College Faculty 

Guild
Monkey Wrenches

Howard Olson
Rich Martin

Steve Orlando
Jack & Dora Becker
Sue Matamoroz
Mr. & Mrs. A. Nicolosi

Lynn Payerl
Doug Payerl

Janis Stanton Peterson
Sheila King

Jim Santanna
Jim Tallarico

B. J. Saucer
Jessie Mae Albert

Susan Taira
Bill & Julie Takeda

Don & Vicki Welcome
Brigitte Limon
Carol & Harold Parsley

George Yee
Elizabeth Nash

Farrell Adams
Daniel & Sharon Albee
Susan Altaffer
Joan Baumrind
Susan Berks-Fogelson & 

George Fogelson
Joanna Boettcher
Catherine Borjon
Paul & Jacqueline 

Broderick
Elizabeth Bryant
Patricia Carnrite
Elizabeth Carty & Ernest 

Galvan
Elizabeth Chafcouloff
Lena Cirimele
Napoleon Cornejo
Philip & Alexis Dommes
Ann Dzuna
Sid Dommes & Enid Meyer

Laddie & Brian Erbele
Terrance Flanagan
Joan Florsheim, Ph.D.
Joy Fredericksen
William Gaillard
David & Lynn Gardere
Thomas & Carol Hannon
Robbie Jackson
Gary Jeffrey & Yolanda Lew
Eric & Angela Korpela
Les & Bonnie Krames
Ching Lai
Allan Leader
John & Kathy Lee
Eric Liu
JoAnn Lum
Martin Mass
Jean Mundy
June Ogden
Doug & Pat Terry Olson
John & Susan Nelson
Margaret & John Nohr
Klaudia Promessi
Danielle Reed
Romona Richardson
Brian & Marty Rudd
Jim & Mary Stephenson
Maureen  Craig Sullivan
Will Starr

Thank You to Our Generous Donors
Continued from page 2

 Donors

Please join the Aphasia Center of 
California on Facebook!!

www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia

continued on page 5

Corporate & 
Organization 
Donations/
Grants

Anonymous Donors
Denise Adams
Esther Akiba
Kat & Paul Alioshin
Thomas & Marquita Altaffer
Dennis & Diane Alton
Bob & Mary Burns Anderson

Lynda Armstrong
Seth Andrews
Steve & Donna Aspell
Stuart & Ann Marie Baatz
Wayne & Erika Backinan
Vincent & Patricia Bail
Maria Baranowski

Jennifer Bean & Adam Miller
Martha Beazley
Laurie Bennett
Aimee Blount
Bret Blount
Brian & Margaret Boal

Walk to Talk 2015 Donors 
A big thank you to all of our “Walk to Talk” donors!  It was a record set-
ting event with more than 130 walkers at Lake Merritt on June 27th.  

Be sure to join us in 2016!
(Space limitations allow us to list donors who made 

contributions of $50 or more.)
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ACC’s Offers New Apha-
sia Groups in Menlo Park 

The ACC is partnering with the 
Pacific Stroke Association to offer 
much needed services in Menlo 
Park, California.  ACC Speech-
Language Pathologist, Loran 
Tolbert, M.S., is providing two 
weekly aphasia groups this fall.  
The interest in these programs 
has been extremely strong, with 
both groups filling up almost im-
mediately. Stay tuned for future 
announcements regarding ACC 
services in Menlo Park!

Aphasia Center News
Want to Stay Up to Date?

Did you know that you can stay 
up-to-date on ACC news by “lik-
ing” us on Facebook?  We post 
photographs and information 
year-round on our Facebook page. 
Recents posts include photographs 
from our Communication Treat-
ment Groups and articles about 
stroke. You can directly access our 
page from the Facebook icon on 
our website: www.aphasiacenter.
org or search for “Aphasia Center 
of California” the next time you 
are on Facebook!  

Make a Recurring 
Donation by Credit Card!

Did you know that you can make 
a donation with your credit card 
to the Aphasia Center?  It’s easy 
to do!  Just click on the Donate 
button at the top of the Aphasia 
Center of California’s website at 
www.aphasiacenter.org You can 
make a one-time donation or a re-
curring donation. Your donations 
help us make a critical difference 
in the quality of life for those af-
fected by aphasia.   

Peter Bosco
Martha Boughey
Marian Braunreiter
Brentwood Pro Exhaust & 

Auto Repair
Glenn Bright
Ronald Brockman
Rebecca Buchanan
Cheryl Buckley
Betty Bugaj
Robert Bush
Joseph Campbell
Michael & Jane Carnall
Joyce Carroll
Cerrudo Services, Inc.
Cerrudo Services, LLC
Annette Chinn
Circadian Financial & Insur-

ance
Concord Chevrolet
Fritz Coetzee
Carolyn Cofell
Tracy Hoblit Cook
Jim Costello
Marva Cox

Bill & Donna Crist
Pete & Penny Crivelli
Fred & Luella Darr
Gary & Nancy Deguire
Mildred Dommes
Paul & Nancy Dommes
Janice & Bruce Drazich
Richard & Sandra Drew
Kathleen & Russell Emerson
Susan Ewing
John & Shirley Fanucchi
Peter & Nancy Farber-Sze-
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Janet & Alfred Ferreira
Debra Feuerman
Bev & Pete Finley
Dennis & Olivia Fitzpatrick
Andres & Elma Flores
Mary Foley
Susanne Gahl & Terry Regier
Lynn & David Gardere
Cindy & Gary Gardner
Dan Gatto
Frank & Winifred Ghiglione
Adriana Giacomelli
David Giacomelli & Gail 

Taylor
Nancy Gifford & Stephen 

Allen
Ryan Goldman
George Goldman
Sara Goodman
Bishop Graham
Daniel & Nikki Grimes
Robert Hanyak, Ph.D.
Ron Hausmann & Mary Ann 

Muirhead
Charles Heard & Anita Cox
Jean Hegland & Douglas 

Fisher
Larry & Sharon Hermann
Dawn Hopkins
Hot Line Construction
Dorry Jankowski
Helen Emilia Jankowski
John Jankowski, Sr.
Anita Jennings
Kathleen Johnson
Joyce Jones
Karol Construction
Michael Kaufman
Mary & Gary Keiser
Nathan & Nora Keker

Burton & Carol Kennedy
Janet Kiepke
Lillian Koppelman
Lynne Kruse
James & Mary Kucharski
James & Leslie La Fond
Mary Jane & Rich Laufen-

berg
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Robert G. Lee
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GMC
Frances Levine
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Lopez Club Lambs
Richard Lum & Elnora Lee
Kathleen & Robert Macy
Maryanne Madison
Diane Maldonado
Fredrick & Peggy Martinez
Martin Mass
Linda & Leonard McCurley
Claudia & John McDaniel
Dawn McGuire, M.D.
Cheryl McMillen
Karen & Joseph McNamara

Walk to Talk 2015 Donors

continued on page 6

www.aphasiacenter.org

continued from page 4
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