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Kindness is the language that
the deaf can hear and the
blind can see.

~Mark Twain

Many Roads
Lead to the ACC

Our newest ACC staff member is
speech-language pathology Clini-
cal Fellow, Audrey Cohen. We
thought you’d enjoy learning more
about Audrey, so we asked her to
answer a few questions about her-
self and how she became a speech-
language pathologist.

What led you to pursue a career
in  speech-language pathology
and aphasia in particular?

In 2010-2012, | served in the
Peace Corps in Yambol, Bulgaria.
There | witnessed many under-
represented communities, one of
which was anyone with a commu-
nication difference or disability.
People with aphasia, among other
neurologically diverse popula-
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tions, were commonly misdiag-
nosed. | became very interested
in how | might help give a voice
to these people. | began shadow-
ing a speech pathologist. While *
| was learning more about how
to treat speech and language
disorders, | was also immersed
in a world where Bulgarian be-
came my primary language and 2
English my home language. My §
own communication difficulties
of living within a non-English
Continued on page 2
ACC Clinical Fellow Audrey Cohen

enjoying a good story with ACC
participant Tom Purbaugh i

Join our 14th Annual “Walk to Talk”
Raise Funds and Awareness!

What: The Aphasia Center of California’s 14th Annual “Walk to
Talk” is a fund-raising event to raise funds for our programs. Our
“Walk to Talk” will feature a 1/4 mile and 3 mile untimed walk/run.

When: Saturday, June 25th, 2016. Walk registration will begin at
9:00 a.m.

Where: Lake Merritt, Oakland. Walk starts at the Downtown
Oakland Senior Center at 200 Grand Avenue.

How: Companies and individuals, from walkers with kids to sea-
soned athletes to people with their dogs on leashes, can participate
in this event to benefit the Aphasia Center. Help the Aphasia Cen-
ter by sponsoring an Aphasia Center participant, asking friends and
family for donations, or joining us for the walk. You can register
or sponsor a walker online via our website: www.aphasiacenter.org
Please contact Roberta EIman (510) 336-0112 to receive a walk
packet or for more information.

Our Mission Statement: 7he mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to enhance
communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all those affected
by aphasia.
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

August-December 2015

If we have made any errors
in this listing, please accept
our apologies and contact us
at (510) 336-0112.

In Memory

Roberta Briano
Sierra Briano & Marge
Greenhut

Ethel Bernstein
Rodger & Jorene Page

Florence Vickter Burns
Loren Burns

Philip T. Clark
Barbara Clark
Susan Clark

Carolyn Diller
Roy & Elinor Bell

Sidney & Lillian ElIman
Roberta ElIman, Ph.D.

Martin Goldman
David & Laureen Cohen

Natalie Hamel
Kathy Hamel

Kate Higgins
Sandra Innes
Mary & Roger Steffins

Lou Ivankovich
Mike & Karen Ivankovich

Emily E. Johnson
Dale & Alice Johnson

George Kalkanis
Janet Levenson & Zoe
Kalkanis

Eli Katz
Helena Katz

Francis X. Kelly
Colette Kelly

Forest King
A Friend

James S. Kraemer
Allan & Anne-Lise
Kraemer

Lucille Labat
Louis Labat
Dixie Lewis
Robert Lewis

Bob Littky
Sue Ewing

Jane Mitchell
Roger Mitchell

John Ott
Gary & Shirley Lapp

Dorothy Pace
Clay & Joanna Pace

Jack & Betty Pillow
Susan Giraldez

Raymond Reid
Rosalie Reid

David Sedlacek
Rosalie Reid

Nathan E. Smith
Lois P. Smith

Burton Turner
Dotty Turner

David Van Staveren
John Van Staveren

Art Villata
Ann Henning

continued on page 4

Many Roads
Lead to the ACC

Continued from page 1

speaking city increased my inter-
est in helping people who have
difficulty communicating their
ideas through spoken language.

Can you tell us a little about
how you came to the ACC?
After the Peace Corps, | enrolled
in the Speech & Hearing Sciences
Graduate program at Portland
State University. Portland State
had a few different graduate level
treatment programs, one of which
was the Aphasia Group Therapy
Clinic. | began looking into in-
ternships that used Aphasia Group
therapy while also helping people
with aphasia and their loved ones
learn to support their communica-

tion. | applied for an internship at
the ACC in 2015 and was fortunate
to get the position!

Why is the ACC a unique place
to work?

The ACC is a very unique place
to work because as a therapist you
have to take in “the whole picture”
with respect to the clients, the com-
munity, and raising aphasia aware-
ness. In addition to focusing on the
progress that clients are making
toward their goals and communi-
cation needs, I’m also constantly
considering what each client’s in-
dividual home environment might
be like, who their family members
are, and how effectively they are
able to communicate their ideas
and their identities to others.

Tell us a little about yourself, both
personally and professionally?
I am 29 years old and | feel very

fortunate to be completing my
Clinical Fellowship with the ACC,
the required supervised profes-
sional experience of any Speech-
Language Pathologist’s career. |
enjoy drawing and painting and
love running the art class at the
ACC each week. My husband and
| enjoy playing strategy games
(board, card, video etc.) and can
often be found on weekends at lo-
cal game shops strategizing in Bul-
garian. | am also a long distance
runner in my free time and a cycler
during commute hours. Other hob-
bies include playing the guitar and
flute. I also love visiting my par-
ents in Daly City—we play music
and run together!

Anything else you’d like to add?

It is wonderful to be part of the
ACC community!
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Aphasia Center News

ACC Supporters
Meet the Challenge!

Thanks to you, we reached our match
for our $10,000 December challenge
grant! These funds are already be-
ing used to enhance ACC program
services, helping those living with
aphasia to rebuild their communica-
tion skills and transform their lives.
ACC supporters are the best—thank
you!

ACC Communication
Training Grant Update

We’re been busy training all sorts
of people in using appropriate com-
munication tools and techniques
when talking with someone who has
aphasia! In just the last few months,
we’ve provided training to Alameda
County first responders, senior vol-
unteers, adult day care center staff,
and medical students. And we’re
just getting started! Thanks to the
San Francisco Foundation for partial
support of this exciting training and
outreach program!

Menlo Park Aphasia
Groups

The ACC will be starting a new ses-
sion of aphasia group treatment in
Menlo Park, beginning on June 16th.
These groups are in partnership with
the Pacific Stroke Association. Space
is limited, so if you are interested in
learning more about these groups,
please call us at 510-336-0112.

Smile when you buy at
Amazon!

Whenever you make purchases at
Amazon, start off at AmazonSmile.

com instead of Amazon.com. Ama-
zon will actually donate 0.5% of
the price of each purchase to the
Aphasia Center of California! And
there’s NO COST to you. If you
already have an account at Amazon.
com, just log into AmazonSmile.
com with the same login informa-
tion you normally use. The first time
you login, you will be asked for the
name of an organization you want to
support. Please choose the Aphasia
Center of California. Once you select
us, all future purchases will result in
the Amazon donation being made to
us. Butyou must remember to begin
your purchase at AmazonSmile.com.
Thanks in advance for your support!

Credit Card Donations Are
Easy to Make!

Did you know that you can make
a donation with your credit card to
the Aphasia Center? It’s easy to
do! Just go to the Aphasia Center
of California “Donate” button on

Communication
training partici-
pants await Dr.
Elman’s presenta-
tion

the home page of
== our website: www.
W% aphasiacenter.org.
- You can make a
,_S’l'ﬁ one-time donation

: or a monthly, quar-
terly, or annual re-
curring donation.
All donations help
us make a dramatic

difference in the lives of those af-
fected by aphasia.

Do you shop at Lucky
FoodMaxx or Savemart?
Program Update!

Lucky, FoodMaxx, and Savemart
have updated their S.H.A.R.E.S.
donation program. The program
is now part of eScrip. You no lon-
ger need a special card—all you
need to do is register with eScrip
online and then input your phone
number each time you check out.
It’s super simple and doesn’t cost
you a thing. Here’s the best news
of all: Each time you buy groceries,
Lucky, FoodMaxx and Savemart
will donate 3% of your total gro-
cery bill to the ACC! To register for
S.H.A.R.E.S. through eScrip, go to
this website: luckysupermarkets.
com/shares and select the Aphasia
Center of California as your charity.
If you have any questions, please
call us at 510-336-0112.
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

Continued from page 2

Frances & Samuel
Warner

Harvey & Joyce Goldberg

Douglas Yasumura
Ellen Yasumura

In Honor

Seth Andrews
John & Maedell Stafford

Ann Blackie
David & Ann Blackie

Aphasia Center Book
Club
Terry Flanagan

Johnny Bartlett & Lynn
Payerl
Doug Payerl

Judi Briano

Sydney & Patricia Hadsell

Open Door United
Methodist Women

Jack Carroll
Bumper Carroll

Bill Crist

Bev & Pete Finley

Sid Dommes & Enid
Meyer

Joseph & Clitia Curley

Paul Dommes

Kara Yancey

Roberta Elman, Ph.D.
Joyce Bichler

Sue Ewing
Holly Tesar

Stefan Gahl
Susanne Gahl

Mark Gardner
Ed & Cathy Cunningham
Corrine Kole

David Giacomelli
Patrick & Toni Caulfield
Joe & Kathie Hile

Bob & Olivia Kogler
Harvey & Pat Kooy

Ron Hausmann

Robert & Sara Adler
Patrick & Eileen Cafferty
Richard Esbenshade

Dr. Isabel Hubbard
Helen Tinnerman

John Jankowski

Dan & Sharon Albee
Dennis Alton

Carolyn Cotell

Bruce & Jana Drazich
Kathy Frendo

Paul Genereaux

Robert & Judith Hanlon
Jeff Morris

Delia Rose

Barbara Kessler
Linda Stotter

Mary Jane Laufenberg
Marie McKechnie

Vince Lindgren
Harvey & Pat Kooy
Chuck & Sharon Schaff

Christine Milberger
Sheila Milberger

Michael Miller
Betty-Joe Gerton

Steve Orlando

John & Doris Becker
Catherine Borjon

Sue Matamoroz

Anthony & Lucy Nicolosi

Jack Paton
Susan Musicant

Jim Patton
Linda Spangler & David
Silva

Tom Purbaugh
Howard Tong

Jim Santanna

Howard Brizendine

Burton & Carol Kennedy

Yolanda Northridge &
Robert McGuiness

Frank & Winifred
Ghiglione

Kathryn & Richard
Mosher

Jim Snider
Jim Tallarico

Jay Schuster
Barbara & Ken Kious

Jim Stephenson
Geoff & Jennifer
Stephenson

Susan Taira

Hiram & Janet Hironaka

Philip Tien

Star Pierce & Naya
Pennington

Don & Vicki Welcome
Deborah Haagensen
Dennis & Anne Kohlmeyer
Carol & Harold Parsley

Bill Wong
Jung Yi

Donors

Anonymous
Lucinda Armstrong
Etta Belrose
Joanna Boettcher

Jill & Dave Boettger

Mary Boyle, Ph.D.

Magdalena Brink

Caroline Brooks

Cheryl Buckley

Wendy Burton

Jim Carnrite

John Carroll

Elizabeth Chafcouloff

Judith Clark

Marc Colbert & Yvonne
Fluehr

Deborah Cooper

Susan Crawford

Donna & Bill Crist

Don & Paula Crosatto

Marilyn Dear

Glen Dennison

Janet Dompe

Reid & Phyllis Edwards

Caroline & Richard
Elman, Ph.D.

Laddie & Brian Erbele

Peter & Nancy Farber-
Szekrenyi

Joan Florsheim

Ann Cupolo Freeman

Joy Frederiksen

Susan Goldsmith

Sara Goodman

Michael Gottfried

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gilmour

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Hamlin

Jane & Earl Hamner, Jr.

Robert Hanyak

Jean Hegland & Douglas
Fisher

Susan Heller

Robbie Jackson

John Jankowski

Candace Kahan

Roger & Marsha Kelly

Judith Kneeter

continued on page 6

Please join the Aphasia Center of
California on Facebook!!
www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia
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ACC 2015 Annual Report

2015 SERVICES

Group Communication Treatment Visits: 2090
Reading & Writing Group Visits: 344
Club Aphasia & Art Class Visits: 791
Fitness & Relaxation Class Visits: 898
Stroke Group & Choir Visits: 673
Education & Training: 875 people (8
trainings/presentations)
Information & Referral (includes phone,
mail, and e-mail): 2019

ORGANIZATION &
CORPORATE DONATIONS

Anonymous

Brentwood Pro Exhaust & Auto Repair

Bumper 2 Bumper Automotive

Cerrudo Services, LLC

Cerrudo Services, Inc.

Circadian Financial & Insurance

Concord Chevrolet

Global Power Consultants

Good Shepherd United Methodist
Women

Hot Line Construction, Inc.

Wilder Green Fund

Karol Construction

Lehmer’s Concord Buick GMC

Lopez Club Lambs

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild,
Local 1521

McConnell Chevrolet Chrysler

Monkey Wrenches, Inc.

Open Door United Methodist Women

Rodgers Trucking Company

San Diego Kidspeak LLC

Schwab Charitable Fund

Scottstown, LLC

The Speech Pathology Group

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Teamsters Joint Council No. 7

Teamsters Local 853

Team Chevrolet Cadillac Hyundai
Mazda

Thurston Auto Plaza

Watsonville Cadillac Buick GMC

Wheeler & Hallford, Inc.

Winter Honda

Wordplay

2015 Revenues
%% Service Fees
@ Indiv. Contributions

1%

2015 Expenses

Programs
B Management

Grants .
B In-Kind 1 Fundraising
[ Other
MATCHING GIFTS Pac & Save, Emeryville
Pastino’s Restaurant, Oakland
Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Oakland
Apple, Inc. . '
A?fh MI Red Boy Pizza, Oakland

Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
Blue Shield of California Life
Chevron

GE Foundation

McKesson Foundation

PG&E Corporation Foundation
Yahoo Inc.

IN-KIND DONATIONS

3 Seasons Thai Bistro, Oakland

A Dress Change, Danville

A Wee Change, Pleasant Hill

Berkeley Bowl Marketplace, Berkeley

The Claremont Hotel Club & Spa,
Berkeley

Crogan’s Restaurant, Montclair/Oakland

Déja vu, Pleasant Hill

Femi Macus Nails, Oakland

The Food Mill, Oakland

Italian Colors Ristorante, Oakland

Kume Foot Spa & Tea Bar, Oakland

La Nana Salon & Flowers

Michael Mischer Chocolates

Oakland Grill

Rumbo Al Sur Restaurant, Oakland
Safeway, Oakland

Sidebar Restaurant, Oakland

Sushi Park Restaurant, Oakland
Trader Joe’s, Oakland

Ultimate Grounds, Oakland

Whole Foods Market, Oakland

DONATED
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Speech-Language Pathology Services:
Prudence Ashley, Audrey Cohen, Ro-
berta J. ElIman, Susan Adair Ewing,
Bishop Graham, Loran Tolbert

Administrative Services: Roberta J.
Elman

Computer Services: Steven G. Fry, Dean
McCully

Newsletter Design & Layout: Morris
Older

www.aphasiacenter.org
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Les & Bonnie Krames

Sheila Krystal

Gary & Shirley Lapp

Mary Jane & Rich
Laufenberg

Ken & Starr Lieber

Norman Lilley

Richard Lum & Elnora Lee

JoAnn Lum

Elyse Mandart

John & Marilyn McCrory

Evernease McKnight

Enid Meyer & Sid Dommes

Jon Michels

Jean Mundy

John & Susan Nelson

Len & Sylvie Nordson

Patricia Terry Olson &
Douglas Olson

Paul & Joanie Orlando

Nancy Park

Jean Phinney

Molly Pong

Laurel Przybylski

Marcia Ribner

Joshua Sickel, M.D.

Jenea Smith

Gail Staba

Richard & Edythe Terry

Michael Thomas

Gary & Emma Lee
Twitchell

Barbara Van Dyne

Don & Vicki Welcome

Shivaun Van Straatum

Derrick Wong
Robyn Young, M.D.

APHASIA CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Enid Meyer

Vice President: Patricia San-
tanna

Secretary-Treasurer: Magda-
lena Brink

Esther Akiba, RPT

Roberta J. EIman, Ph.D.

Mary Lew

Patricia Terry Olson
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Great News! The Aphasia Center Accepts Vehicle Donations

The Aphasia Center of
California has teamed up
with Donate For Charity,
a company that special-
izes in processing vehicle
donations for nonprofit
organizations. Donate
For Charity arranges for
vehicle pickup, handles
all the DMV issues, sells
the vehicle at auction, and
distributes the net pro-

ceeds to Aphasia Center of
California. So if it’s time
to replace an older car,
or if you have a boat and
trailer that are just taking
up space in the garage, con-
sider making a donation.
You’ll avoid the headache
of selling a used vehicle,
help the Aphasia Center
of California fund its on-
going efforts, and receive

a tax deduction. When
you’re ready to donate,
or if you have relatives
or friends that wish to do-
nate, simply call Donate
For Charity toll-free at
(866) 392-4483 or donate
on-line at www.apha-
siacenter.org. We hope
you’ll take advantage of
this opportunity and help
us expand our commit-

ment to improving the
quality of life for all those
affected by aphasia.
This newsletter is
published by the
Aphasia Center of
California
Written and edited by
Roberta J. ElIman

Design and layout by
Morris Older




