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by aphasia. 

Inside:
Thanks to Our Donors page 2
ACC News ................... page 3
Walk to Talk Donors ... page 4

“I’ve not failed. I’ve just 
found 10,000 ways that 
won’t work.”  

                  ~Thomas Edison
By Roberta J Elman, PhD
CCC-SLP, BC-ANCDS
President and Founder

Rebuilding communication. Transforming lives.

ACC Connection

“Good Things Come Back to You” 

Continued on page 2

enjoyed playing cards and 
bowling twice a week. 
Other hobbies included 
cooking and making crafts 
such as wreaths, rugs and 
costume jewelry. She also 
enjoyed her service to the 
church as a bible teacher. 

In September of 2005, 
Wanda experienced con-
gestive heart failure that 
forced her to retire. Just 
two months later, she sus-
tained a large stroke that 
caused aphasia. Living 
in Michigan at the time, 
Wanda received speech-
language therapy from 
a variety of healthcare 
facilities. Over time, 
she became involved in 
different aphasia sup-
port groups. As her language skills 
improved, she enjoyed becoming 
an advocate for aphasia and par-
ticipating in community talks and 
presentations about the disorder. 

We fi rst met Wanda at the Aphasia 
Center of California in 2017. Her 
daughter, Kim, had accepted a job in 
the Bay Area, so the family moved from 
the Midwest. Wanda started attending 
a weekly Aphasia Conversation group 
and fi t right in from the very fi rst day!

Soon, Wanda was asking us what 
else she could do as a volunteer for the 

Wanda Crews grew up in Detroit, 
Michigan. Her parents taught her 
to work hard and to remember to 
give back to the community. In high 
school, one of her classmates, Diana 
Ross, would go on to a very suc-
cessful career as a Motown singer.

Wanda had many jobs during 
her work career including positions 
at Michigan Bell, the U.S. Postal 
Service, and answering 911 calls 
for the Indianapolis Police Depart-
ment. However, she worked the lon-
gest in in position as an education-
al trainer for the IRS - 38 years!

Wanda raised two wonderful chil-
dren, Jeff and Kim. Over the years, 
Wanda has lived in Michigan, Indiana, 
and Wisconsin. Besides work, Wanda 

ACC. She told me that she thought we 
should start acknowledging participant 
birthdays and asked if she could start 
a “birthday club” for ACC members. 
And now, thanks to Wanda, everyone 
attending the Aphasia Center receives 
a birthday card on his or her birthday!

Wanda is especially proud of her 
family members, including her grand-
children, Krystalyn, Garrison, and 
Kaylyn. A Christmas present from 
her granddaughter recently changed 

Wanda Crews at the Aphasia Center
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Patricia Terry Olson
Vernell Reed
Steve Orlando
Doris Becker
Catherine Borjon
Lucy & Anthony Nicolosi
Joanie & Paul Orlando
Jim Santanna
Kathryn & Richard Mosher
David & Loretta Nolthenius
James Snider
Lauren Scheiner
Peter Scheiner
Jenny Sullivan
Daniel Sullivan
Philip Tien
Ahmad Ra’ed
Gail Staba & Peter Neffenger
Kindri Van Puffelen
Jere Van Puffelen

Anonymous
Jeanette Armstrong
Jill & Dave Boettger 
Howard Brizendine 
Caroline Brooks 
Elizabeth & Greg Bryant 
Napoleon Cornejo 
Bill & Donna Crist 
Edward & Catherine Cun-

ningham 
Roberta Elman 
Laddie & Brian Erbele
Peter & Nancy Farber-Sze-

krenyi
Joan Florsheim 
Joy Frederiksen & Lisa 

Frederiksen-Bolivar
Steve Fry
William B. Gaillard 
Mary Lou Gilmour 
Leslie Gould 
Patricia & Sydney Hadsell 
Mark Iverson & Wendy 

Lowinger
Corrine Kole 
Bonnie & Lester Krames 
JoAnn Lum 

Lucy Sarricchio 
Delia Rose
Rosita Serumgard
William Serumgard
Burt Turner
Dotty Turner
Sam Van Dyne
Barbara Van Dyne
Derrick Wong
Tim Gallegos
Ann & Doug Jinnett
Douglas Yasumura
Ellen Yasumura

Ellen Bernstein-Ellis
Eric & Angela Korpela
Eric Bird
Carolyn Bird
Judi Briano
Fredrick & Kathleen Hibberd
Open Door United Methodist 

Women
Andrea & Dave Welles
Fritz Coetzee
Magdalena Brink
Jeff Seibert
Rafael Corona
Gabriela Corona
Kristina Mariscal
Gary Delgado & Marcia 

Henry
Gyöngy Laky & Tom Layton

She sums up her philosophy of life this 
way: “I believe that the more you help 
someone, the more good things come back 
to you.” She encourages stroke survivors 
to not be afraid and go out and do what-
ever it is they enjoy. Wanda demonstrates 
that an important way to live successfully 
with aphasia is by participating in life!

Wanda’s life for the better. Through a 
commercially available DNA test, Wanda 
learned that she actually has 6 half-sib-
lings. Raised as an only child, not having 
siblings often annoyed her. With her new 
found brother and sisters, Wanda now 
has the opportunity to be the amazing 
older sister she always knew she could be. 

 
If we have made any errors in 
this listing, please accept our 
apologies and contact us at 
(510) 336-0112.

Jed Appelman
Nancy & Peter Farber-     

Szekrenyi
Donna Jones
Jim Carnrite
Patricia Carnrite
Susan Frank
James Hilferty
Phil Clark
Susan Clark
Sid Elman
Roberta Elman
William Serumgard
Sam Frendo
Kathleen Frendo
Gayle Fry
Dotty Turner
Louis Ivankovich
Howard & Maureen 
Nancy Geddes Jankowski
Andrew & Maryann Geddes
Mrs. Lucille Labat
Louis Labat
Herb Levy
Jack Breibart

Roberta Elman’s Birthday
Joyce Bichler
Betty Bugaj
Scott Hamner
Sidney Hoblit
Aura Kagan
Nina Mackie
Karen Moore
Barbara Shadden
Zo Silver
Maura Silverman
Gretchen Szabo
Travis Threats
Eric & Regina Tipton
Jo Ann Weise
Debbie Yones
David Giacomelli
Bob Kogler
Okashi Robles
John Jankowski
Barbara Coapman
Shirley Fanucchi
Paul Genereaux
Joan Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. James Kucharski
Lopez Club Lambs
Fred & Peggy Martinez
William & Candy Mitchell
Delia Rose
Vincent Lindgren
Charles & Sharon Schaff
Enid Meyer & Sid Dommes
Sally & Rick Fish
Barbara Riley
Len Nordson
Paul Nordson

 In Memory

Continued on page 3

“Good Things Come Back to You” 

Thank You to Our Generous Donors

Continued from page 1

January 2019 - July 2019
Please see page 4 for “Walk to 
Talk” donations

In  Honor

 Donors
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Scottstown, LLC 
Sousa’s Wine & Liquors
Thurston Auto Plaza 
Winter Chevrolet Honda 
Wordplay Therapy Center

Chevron
Clif Bar & Company
GE Foundation
McKessen
Pacifi c Gas & Electric
Visa, Inc.

17th Annual “Walk to Talk” 
A record setting 175+ people joined our 17th An-

nual “Walk to Talk” at Lake Merritt on June 22nd to raise 
aphasia awareness and funds for the ACC. With the help 
of a $10,000 challenge gift from two anonymous donors, 
we raised more than $45,000 for aphasia programs and 
services!!  

The “Walk to Talk” was kicked off when two stroke 
survivors, Mark Estigoy and Regina Tipton, shared their 
personal experiences about life with aphasia and how the 
ACC has changed their lives. For the 9th year in a row, 
John Jankowski brought in the most donations and received 
special recognition! Plus, we had many people who raised 
more than $500 in donations: Azlynda Alim, Fritz Coetzee, 
Roberta Elman, Nancy & Peter Farber-Szekrenyi, Terry 
Flanagan, Steve Fry, Roy Grimstad & Joan Fribley, Ron 
Hausmann & Mary Anne Muirhead, Donna Jones, Mary 
& Rich Laufenberg, Julie & Vince Lindgren, Eric Liu, 
Michael Miller & Family, Len & Sylvie Nordson, Alyssa 
Rome & Family, Jim & Patty Santanna, Myrna & Barry 
Schwartz, Ralph Soriano, Drew Sperling & Family, Team 
Rafael Corona, Team Derrick Wong, Philip Tien, Regina & 
Eric Tipton, Kindri Van Puffelen & Family, and Bill Wong 
& Mary Lew. To everyone who raised donations, and to all 
those who made donations, thank you for your generosity 
and efforts in supporting what we do at the Aphasia Center!

The “Walk to Talk” couldn’t take place without all of 
our hard working event volunteers, including our wonderful 

Aphasia Center News
musicians: Susan Musicant & Sharon Medairy who got the 
event started; and the “Mostly Marys” band who helped 
fi nish the event with a musical high; our extraordinary 
event co-coordinator, Enid Meyer; and our volunteers on 
event day: Sue Ewing, Lauren Scheiner, Maggie Feeney, 
Kristen Wehara, Lyssa Rome & Dave Gilson along with 
Ben, Noah and Abe, Alta Brink, Myrna Schwartz, Betty 
Bugaj, Steve Fry, Patty Santanna, Jadine Veluya, Lynsie 
Erickson, Priscilla Helen, Jessica Moffett, Sarah Millar, 
Loyrn Avalos, Erika Cortez, Lesley Peng, Don Nelson, 
Coleana Mount, Maryvi Morales, Virginia Perng, Randy 
Fong, Steven Perng, Stephen Liu, Carly Miller, Danielle 
Utianski, Brenda Montoya, and Regina Monteiro. ACC 
volunteers and donors make everything possible—thank 
you so much!

Are you on Facebook?

If you’re on Facebook, please consider selecting the Apha-
sia Center of California as a recipient of Facebook fundrais-
ing! Facebook recognizes the ACC as an offi cial non-profi t 
organization. This means that you can raise funds for the 
ACC and the money raised will be sent directly to us. Con-
sider creating your own ACC fundraiser for a birthday or 
special anniversary and then invite your Facebook friends 
to donate. If you have questions, or would like some help 
when creating your fundraiser, we’d be happy to assist! 
Call us at 510-336-0112. 

Marian Majestic 
Sara E. Martin
Hal & Sonya Milton 
John & Susan Nelson 
Doug Olson and Patricia 

Terry Olson
Nancy Park 
Jean Phinney 
Bradford Pillow
Laurel Przybylski
Janis Ryan 
Mary Katherine Schell 

Christie Shelley 
Julie Williams 
George & Rose Yee

A Dress Change, Danville
Concord Chevrolet 

Thank You to Our Generous Donors
continued from page 2

Matching Gifts
Corporate & 
Organization 
Donations/
Grants

Concord Mobile Home Park
Dunkel Logistics Machinery 

Moving & Rigging
Hot Line Construction
Lehmer’s Concord Buick 

GMC
Lopez Club Lambs
Milkman Creations 
Monkey Wrenches
Open Door United Methodist 

Women
Pet Collars by Janet
RPG Investment Advisory, 

LLC 
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Walk to Talk 2019 Donors 
A big thank you to all of our “Walk to Talk” donors! It was 
a record setting event with more than 175 walkers at Lake 

Merritt on June 22nd. Please be sure to join us in 2020!
(Space limitations allow us to 

list donors who made con-
tributions of $50 or more.)

Anonymous Donors
Liz Abrams-Morley
Denise & Brian Adams 
Tom & Pamela Adams 
Alfredo Aguilera 
Esther Akiba 
Vickie & Robert Alexander II 
Azlynda Alim & Daniel 

Friedland 
Kathleen Alioshin 
Susanna Anderson & Family
Nanette Asimov
Steve & Donna Aspell 
Christopher & Michelle Bagg

Maria Baranowski 
Martha Beazley
David Berson
JoAnn Bishop
Emily Blount
Brian & Margaret Boal 
Ellen Brackman 
Glenn Bright
Magdalena Brink
Wayne Buckman & Erika 

Walters-Buckman
Betty Bugaj 
Susan Burkitt 
Joseph Campbell
William & Juna Carle
Shirley Castro
Elizabeth Chafcouloff 
Lara Clements

Fritz Coetzee
Concord Chevrolet 
Concord Mobile Home Park
Carl & Lyndall Cook
Liliana Corona
Wanda Crews 
Yvonne Curran
Sarah Darby
Phillip & Alexis Dommes
Jean Dowdall 
Vanessa Drake 
Dunkel Logistics Machinery 

Moving & Rigging
Reid & Phyllis Edwards

Kathleen & Russell Emerson
K. Harper & John Ensign
Susan Ewing
Peter & Nancy Farber-
    Szekrenyi 
Phoebe Farnam
Janet & Alfred Ferreira 
Miriam & Allen Fetterman
Joni Figueroa 
Sally & Rick Fish 
Terry Flanagan
Elizabeth Foley
Andrea Ford Roberts
Frank & Brenda Fragomeni 
Marybeth Fraire
Frank Ghiglione 
Frank & Linda Fribley
Jacqueline Fribley 
Jessica Fribley 

                Continued on page 5

www.aphasiacenter.org



ACC Connection  Page 5Fall 2019 

Please join the Aphasia Center of 
California on Facebook!!

www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia

Jennifer Friedland 
Steven Fry 
Susanne Gahl & Terry Regier 
Josephine Galliano
Lynn & David Gardere 
Teresa & Robert Mark     

Gardner 
Anne Garton 
Jessica Garton
Michael Garton 
Dan Gatto
Frank & Winifred Ghiglione 
David Giacomelli & Gail 

Taylor 
Nancy Gifford & Stephen 

Allen
Andrew Gilson 
Donald & Judith Gilson 
Idy & Alan Gitelson 
Susie Goldsmith & Joseph 

Waxman
Andre & Kimberley Goode 
Bishop Graham
Dan & Kathy Hagerty
James Halloran 
Irene Hansen 
Ronald Hausmann & Mary 

Ann Muirhead 
Marcia Henry & Gary 

Delgado

Walk to Talk 2019 Donors

John Hickey 
George Hildebrant
Nora Hirose
Tracy Hoblit Cook
Hot Line Construction
Michael Ikemoto
Roberta Jackson 
Dorry Jankowski 
Emilia Jankowski
John Jankowski 
John Jankowski Jr.
Floyd & Toni Jasinski
Kimberly Jinnett 
Dan Jones 
Donna Jones 
Jerome Kaplan
Michael Kaufman
Burton & Carol Kennedy 
Lillian Koppelman
Peggy & Neil Kostick 
James & Mary Kucharski 
Carol & Ronald Kusumi 
James La Fond 
Gyöngy Laky & Tom Layton 
David Lee
Lenora & Paul Lee 
Lehmer’s Concord Buick GMC
Wendy Lewis
Vince & Julie Lindgren 
R. John & Kathleen Macy
Soyla Madrigal
Patricia Magana 
James Mapps
Patricia Mapps
Kristina Mariscal 
Rafael Mariscal
Angela Mason
George Matiasz & Kay Taneyhill 
Jonathan & Varetta Mayes 
Claudia & John McDaniel
Toni McElroy

Continued from page 4 Clare Purpura
Michael Ravera & Karen 

Young
Danielle Reed & Richard 

Turner
Nancy Reseigh 
Harlan & Gail Roche Van 

Wye
Marjorie & Russell Roeckel
John Rome
Sharon Rome 
Valerie Rome 
Delia Rose
Kenneth & Lissa Ross
RPG Investment Advisory 

LLC 
Barbara & Kevin Sams 
Gloria Sandoval 
Steven Santanna
Lauren Scheiner
Roy Schweyer & Jane Silver
Karin Seid 
Renate Shein
Dorothy Smith 
Alison Song
Raphael Soriano 
Sousa’s Wine & Liquors
Melanie Sperling 
Gary & Sandra Spinella
Aruna Srinivasan
Gail Staba
Yuri Stasiv & Arina Kutuyeva 
Emmet Steed 
Carl Steele
Jim & Mary Stephenson 
Shirley & Richard Sutherland 
Silvia Sykes 
Susan Taira
Sue Taishoff
Jeffrey Taylor

William & Debra McKnight 
Higgins 

Olga Medina 
Sally Mehaffey
Debbie & Michael Meredith
Andrew Meyer
The Milberger Family 
Milkman Creations 
Katharine Milton 
Hepsey Mitchell 
Ayako Miyagi 
Angela Molyneux 
Monkey Wrenches
Walter Moorhead
Carolan Moran
Robert & Mary Morley
Virginia Mudd & Clifford 

Burke
Karen Mungari 
Melissa Nelken 
Jennifer Neumann 
Vanna Nicks
John & Margaret Nohr
Lori & David Nolthenius 
Daniel Nordson
Len & Sylvie Nordson
John Nygard 
Cara O’Shell 
Eduardo & Hermelinda 

Oceguera-Gonzalez
June Ogden 
David & Cathy Olson
Patricia & Douglas Olson 
Jose Oseguera
Pam & Nate Patterson 
Pet Collars by Janet
Wendy Peterson
Dolores Pierce
Martha & Peter Plante 
Edward & Janie Potter
Mary Pratto continued on page 6

Menlo Park 
Aphasia 
Groups
The ACC is currently 
providing a News Forum 
group and a Communica-
tion Group in Silicon Val-
ley (Menlo Park). If you 
are interested in learning 
more about the programs 
at our Menlo Park program 
site, please call us at 510-
336-0112.
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Walk to Talk 
2019 Donors

Continued from page 5
Patricia Terry Olson
Angelica Thomas
Thurston Auto Plaza 
Regina & Eric Tipton 
Jennifer & Shawn Todino
Loran & Jeremiah Tolbert 
Clifford Tong & Karen Gee
Paul & Marilyn Tredinnick
Brian & Rhonda Turner
Dorothy Turner 

Phil & Zanne Utschig 
Susan & Peter Van Cott 
Jere Van Puffelen
Shivaun & Glenn Van Straatum
Pat Vargen 
Barbara Vargen-Kotchevar 
Mary Vega
Merle Weiner 
Michelle West 
Lauren Wheeler & David 

Salmon

Please acknowledge the generosity of these businesses 
for our 2019 “Walk to Talk” with your support:

Bellanico Restaurant, Oakland
Belotti Ristorante e Bottega, Oakland
Berkeley Bowl Marketplace, Berkeley
Crogan’s Restaurant, Montclair/Oakland
Femi Macus Nails, Oakland
La Nana Salon & Flowers, Oakland
Marzano Restaurant, Oakland
Michael Mischer Chocolates, Oakland

NIDO Kitchen & Bar, Oakland
Oaktown Spice Shop
Pastino’s Pasta & Pizza, Oakland
Peet’s Coff ee & Tea, Oakland
Safeway Community Markets, Oakland
Sidebar Restaurant, Oakland
Sushi Park Restaurant, Oakland
Trader Joe’s, Oakland

APHASIA CENTER 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

President: Patricia Santanna
Vice-President: Steve Fry
Secretary-Treasurer: 
   Betty Bugaj, DPT
Magdalena Brink
Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.
Doris Tabor Floyd
Myrna Schwartz, Ph.D.
Gail Staba M.S.

Edie Williams & Juan Vargas 
Laurie Willis 
Winter Chevrolet Honda 
Bill Wong & Mary Lew 
Lisa Wong & Galen 

Kishinami
Marcella Wong 
Sophia Wong
Suzanne Wong
Vanessa Wong
Virginia Wong
Linda Woods 
Wordplay Therapy Center
James Wright & Linda Mounts 
Thomas Wu 
Lynn Yarris & Martha Lynch
Debora Yones 
Laverne Young


