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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

2025 was a year marked by both
continuity and new beginnings for
our organization. As | stepped into
the role of Executive Director, | had
the privilege of working closely with
our Board of Directors to reflect on
our strengths and thoughtfully plan
for the future, while honoring the
legacy that shapes our work.

Building on this strong foundation,
we developed a strategic plan,
renewed our focus on fundraising,
and implemented best practices that
will strengthen programs at the
Aphasia Center of California. Our
work is grounded in a shared
commitment to stewardship—
preserving what has long made this

organization so meaningful while
positioning us for continued growth.

| am deeply grateful to be part of this
next chapter and to carry forward the
mission with such a dedicated
community of staff, Board members,
and supporters. The progress we
made in 2025 reflects not only where
we are today, but the strength and
promise of what lies ahead.

)/MWCN\J

SARAH BURTON

Aphasia Center of California,
Executive Director
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The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to improve
communication, quality of life, and overall well-being for individuals and
families affected by aphasia.

ABOUT US

The Aphasia Center of California (ACC), founded in 1996 by
Dr. Roberta J. Elman, was the first independent nonprofit in the U.S.
dedicated to providing direct services for people with aphasia.

Our programs follow the Life Participation Approach to Aphasia
(LPAA), which focuses on the whole person — not just their
language abilities.

We provide personalized, evidence-based conversation groups and

programs that enhance communication skills, quality of life, and
overall well-being for those affected by aphasia.
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2025 IMPACT

® AS

$816,399 680+ 4,561

in total donations revenue online groups conducted individual service hours
provided

Our clinical research studies have demonstrated that individuals who participate in
aphasia communication groups show significant improvement in their
communication skills and quality of life. ACC provides 10 different types of
conversation groups for people with aphasia and their care partners, conducting up
to 18 groups in a week.

436 COMMUNICATION GROUPS

These include conversation groups for all levels of people with aphasia, Primary
Progressive Aphasia (PPA) groups, Young Stroke Survivor groups, and News Forum.

66 BOOK CLUB GROUPS

Our Book Clubs read Bel Canto by Ann Patchett and The Monk of Mokha by Dave
Eggers.

31 CARE PARTNER GROUPS

A safe, non-judgmental place for discussion and problem-solving for those who care
for people with aphasia, both stroke-induced and primary progressive aphasia.

82 ENRICHMENT GROUPS

These include free Music groups, free Fitness and Movement & Mindfulness groups,
and free Family Game Nights.

Percent of long-term Percent of long-term
0 members that said 0 members that said
0 ACC improved their 0 ACC improved their

overall well-being communication
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

INCOME BY PERCENTAGE

ALL REVENUE* ALL REVENUE with ENDOWMENT

Interest Interest
5.5%

14.8%

Program Fees
11.2%

Donations
55.1%
Program Fees

30.1%

Donations
83.2%

DONATIONS BREAKDOWN

Bequests *
36.1%

Individual Giving
58.3%

Corporate &
Private Funding
5.6%

*Breakdown does not include $507,000 endowment bequest from Roberta Elman

EXPENSES BY CLASS

Operating
11.8%

Fundraising (w/ staff time)
12.7%

Personnel
75.5%
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ROBERTA J. ELMAN LEGACY
ENDOWMENT

After the loss of our founder, Roberta J. ELman, last May, all of us at the Aphasia Center of
California have been reflecting on how best to honor her extraordinary legacy.

In her characteristic generosity and foresight, Roberta made a final gift to the ACC—one that
opens the door to lasting impact. In response, our Board of Directors established the
Roberta J. Elman Legacy Endowment, a permanent fund dedicated to advancing our
strategic priorities, strengthening our community impact, and securing the future of the
organization she built.

The endowment will focus on the strategic priorities voted on by the Board of Directors in
November 2025:

Fundraising & Public Relations
Programs Development
Governance & Board of Directors
Human Resources & Staffing

If you're interested to learn more about our 2026-2028 Strategic Plan, please visit our
website at www.aphasiacenter.org to download a copy of the plan from our home page.

Dr. Roberta J. Elman (June 1, 1958 - May 29, 2025), Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BC-
ANCDS, was a visionary leader in speech-language pathology. She was
instrumental in establishing the life participation approach to aphasia
and made a lasting impact on the field. In 1996, she founded the
Aphasia Center of California, where she served as President/CEO and
Clinical Director, building it into a nationally and internationally
respected model for treatment, research, and professional training.

An ASHA Fellow and recipient of the highest honors from both ASHA
and the Academy of Neurologic Communication Disorders and
Sciences, Roberta dedicated her life to giving voice and hope to those
living with aphasia and other neurogenic communication disorders.
Her work shaped generations of clinicians and researchers, leaving an
enduring legacy.
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https://aphasiacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/ACC-Strategic-Plan-2026-2028-1.pdf

WHAT OUR MEMBERS
ARE SAYING

The aphasia

groups make me
feel more with it—
and alive.

2

| feel like | have people
who understand me.

66

s

It has made my life so
much better. It’s given
me a routine and
people | can rely on. |
look forward to [my

groups].
y 4 4n

| feel like I'm not
alone.

| [ACC] gave me more confidence 7
yy  to talk and interact with people. I

07 | ANNUAL REPORT 2025



THANK YOU T0 OUR

Farrell Adams
Austin Ali
Genevieve Ali
Azlynda Alim &

Daniel Friedland
Daniel Alpert
Andy & Daya Alpine
Seth Andrews
Elvina & Valerie Armento
Peter Armstrong
Prudence Ashley
Maria Baranowski
Joan Finton Baumrind
Elinor & Roy Bell
Anna Bernier
Ellen Bernstein-Ellis
Narvella Berthia
David & Lisa Blackie
Brian & Margaret Boal
Rachel Boerema
Sharlene Boerema
Carol Bordeau
Jack Breibart
Edmund & Candace Brewer
Brink Giving Fund
Caroline Brooks
Elizabeth & Greg Bryant
Sarah Burton
Wendy Burton
Patrick & Eileen Cafferty
Joseph Campbell
Colleen Carette
Jack & Sue Carroll
Dorothy Cervantez
Elizabeth Chafcouloff
Chevron
Joan Chomak

2025 DONORS

Frederick Coetzee

David & Laureen Cohen
Marc Colbert

Adam Cornelius

James & Mary Costello
Viki Crabtree

Paula & Don Crosatto
Amy & Scott Daniels
Nancy Denardo

Reid & Phyllis Edwards
Roberta Elman

Larry Espinosa

Susan Ewing

Joe Fischer

Terry & Shelly Fischer
Sally & Rick Fish

James & Sheila Flaherty
Terrance P.Flanagan
Doris Tabor Floyd

Tove Fox

Kathleen Frankenstein
Jennifer & David Friedland
Anwar Froz

Rashad Froz

Susanne Gahl

William B. Gaillard

Leila Galindo

Gene Garces

Michael & Donna Garton
Dan Gatto

Andrew & Maryann Geddes
Nancy Gifford

Idy & Alan Gitelson
Stan & Wendy Goldberg
Google

Marianne Gough

Leslie Gould
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Bishop Graham

Patricia & Sydney Hadsell

Dan & Kathy Hagerty

Brooke Hallowell

Trish Hambridge

Bonnie Hamlin

Donna Hardy

Georgia Harper

Grace Harvey

Priscilla Helen

Marcia Henry

Jim Hensler

Fredrick & Kathleen Hibberd

Susan Hughes

Matilda Ignacio

Intuitive Foundation

Elaine lvankovich

Mike & Karen Ivankovich

Emilia Jankowski

Jason and Priscilla Gaines
Family Foundation

Gary Jeffrey

John Muir Health

Dale & Alice Johnson

Sara Johnson Martin

Donna Jones

Pat Kane

Helena Katz

Leonard Katz

Sheila S. King

John & Mindy Kirkpatrick

Judith Kneeter

Anne & Dennis Kohlmeyer

Eric & Angela Korpela

Peggy & Neil Kostick

Bruce Koutz

Constance Kozlowski



THANK YOU T0 OUR

Allan & Anne-Lise
Kraemer

Kay Kramer

James & Mary Kucharski

Louis Labat

Arthur & Jane Lande

Bill & Jeanne Landreth

Richard Laufenberg

Avelina Leanos

Lenora & Paul Lee

Mairin Legrain

Janet Levenson

Angela Lilley

Vince & Julie Lindgren

Cathy & George
Lingenfelter

Eric Liu

Andrew Llamas

Christy & Ron Lloyd

Karin Machado

Marian Majestic

Jane Marlow

Fredrick & Peggy Martinez

George Matiasz

John McGill

Carolyn McMahon

Deborah Meldrum

Deb Meyerson

Darshita Mistry

Ayako Miyagi

Walter Douglas Moorhead

Mary E Morley

Kathryn & Richard Mosher

David Murphy

Jahed Nabiyar

2025 DONORS

Lina Nazar

Nicolle Ochoa Saucedo
Maureen J. O'Connor
Elizabeth Hope O'Hara
Amanda Olson

Patricia & Douglas Olson
Jane Oriel

Chris Parmelee

Pet Collars by Janet
Bradford Pillow

Laurel Przybylski

Cassie Ravella

Michael Ravera
Anastasia M. Raymer
Nancy Reseigh

Brian Risso

Susanna Rodriguez
Barbara & Ernie Rogers
Sandy Rogers

Alyssa Rome

Delia Rose

Kenneth & Lissa Ross
Lois & Moshe Rothblum
Chloe Rusca

Elaine Russell

Zachery Ruta

Janis Ryan

Karen & Anthony Sanchez
Gabby Saucedo

Karen Saucedo

Rachel Saucedo

Evy Schiffman

Myrna & Barry Schwartz
Roy Schweyer
Scottstown LLC
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Seeley W. Mudd Foundation

Peggy & Glenn Shockley

Josh Sickel

Tomasz & Sylvia Skucha

Bradley Smiedt

Coreen Soltani

David R Sosa

Sousa’'s Wine & Liquors

Melanie Sperling

Steve & Lynne Spickard

Amy Spickard Bess

Gary & Sandra Spinella

Gail Staba

Geoff & Jennifer
Stephenson

Alexander & Penny Stevens

Justin Street

Stroke Support Group

Lois Sujio Hochenauer-Fox

Rosainne Tegan

Edythe Terry

The Landreth Family Fund

The Peter W. Landreth Fund

Bernard Tipton

Eric & Regina Tipton

Clifford Tong

Rosa Torres

Karen Tsuei

Jere & Judy Van Puffelen

Susan Vanagas-Cote

Visa

Michelle West

Shirley Wheatland

William Wong

Patti Yelinek

Jim Yoon



VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS

2025 Volunteers

Helen Lai

Lauren Marsh

Chelsea Miller, M.S., SLP-CCC

Susan Musicant, PT, DPT

Karen Tsuei

Cathy Wang, M.S.W.

Carly Waterstraut, RN, FNP-BC, RYT-200

2025 Sponsor, Yoices of Aphasia Challenge

@ JOHN MUIR
@ HEALTH

>

o

Want to get involved?

Visit our website today at aphasiacenter.org or email us at
info@aphasiacenter.org!

e & &

VOLUNTEER DONATE SPONSOR
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APHASIA

CENTER

oF CALIFORNIA
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Rebuilding Commumication.

Transtorming Lives.

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Grace Harvey, MA., LMFT
Vice President: Rachel Boerema, M.S., M.H.A., OTR/L
Secretary-Treasurer: Betty Bugaj, DPT
Myrna Schwartz, Ph.D.
Prudence Ashley, M.S., CCC-SLP
Gail Staba, M.S.
Oona Ziegler
Mike Ravera

Executive Director: Sarah Burton, M.S.

CONTACT US:

Aphasia Center of California
55 Santa Clara Ave, Suite 175
Oakland, CA 94610

(510) 336-0112
info@aphasiacenter.org
www.aphasiacenter.org

The Aphasia Center of California is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization (EIN: 94-3244935).
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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